
 

MIDDLETOWN COALITION FOR COMMUNITY SAFETY 
PO BOX 429 

LIMA PA 19037-0429 
www.middletowncoalition.org 

The Middletown Coalition for Community Safety is a nonpartisan, fact-based, grassroots organization that includes 
concerned Pennsylvanians from across Delaware County. Our mission is to unite people through education and to 
encourage our elected officials to make informed policy decisions for the safety and well-being of our communities. 

May 9, 2019 
 
Delaware County Council 
201 W. Front Street 
Media, PA 19063 
 
Via e-mail to: McBlainJ@co.delaware.pa.us, CulpM@co.delaware.pa.us, 
MaddenK@co.delaware.pa.us, MorroneC@co.delaware.pa.us, ZidekB@co.delaware.pa.us 
 
Dear Chairman McBlain, Mr. Culp, Mr. Madden, Ms. Morrone, and Mr. Zidek: 
 
Thank you for Delaware County Council’s actions to measure and mitigate the public safety 
risks associated with Sunoco’s proposed Mariner East project. As Delaware County residents, 
we appreciate the considerable authority (and corresponding responsibility) which you have 
under our County’s home rule charter. We are grateful that you have 1) commissioned a risk 
assessment of Mariner East 2 (ME2) and 2) acted to obtain full party status in a “formal 
complaint” brought before the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (PUC) by seven residents 
of Delaware and Chester Counties. 
 
The risk assessment, completed by G2 Integrated Solutions and released publicly in November 
2018, models lethal overpressure and thermal impacts from a rupture of ME2 that could extend 
about a mile and a quarter from the release point. This probable fatality zone is generally 
consistent with other assessments, if somewhat larger. Regardless of the exact size of the 
impact radius in an actual accident, it is clear that a large release of hazardous, highly volatile 
liquids (HVL) in Delaware County would almost certainly result in mass casualties; and that even 
the smallest possible release of HVLs has the potential to cause fatalities and property damage. 
 
The G2 report understates probability because it does not account for releases from above-
ground facilities like valve sites, even though these are common failure points. (Two of the 
three known leaks on Mariner East 1 occurred on new, above ground equipment. One of these 
was in Delaware County). Sunoco has situated Mariner East valve sites near dense, vulnerable 
populations in Delaware County including elementary schools, apartment complexes, and 
residential subdivisions. In addition, the G2 “individual risk” probability estimate only accounts 
for one pipeline. It does not take into account multiple highly volatile liquids pipelines in the 
same area—even though adding a second pipeline doubles the probability of an accident, and 
adding a third pipeline triples it. G2 acknowledged this during the public presentation of its 
report. 
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In November 2018, a group of seven area residents, including four from Delaware County, filed 
a formal safety complaint with the PUC. The essence of the complaint is that Sunoco has failed 
to provide a plausible plan for the public to put into action in the event of continued releases of 
HVLs. Such a plan is required by federal regulations which the PUC has the specific authority to 
enforce. The citizens allege that the plan provided (“leave the area on foot immediately” while 
avoiding ignition sources such as cell phones, garage door openers, and vehicles) is neither 
plausible nor practicable, particularly at night or during inclement weather. 
 
In its February 22, 2019 petition to intervene in the citizens’ complaint, Delaware County wrote 
“Sunoco’s lack of adequate emergency planning and public awareness directly affects the ability 
of Delaware County to devise and implement an emergency evacuation plan...Delaware County 
will be irreparably harmed if Sunoco does not ensure the safety and reasonableness of facilities 
located within Delaware County...Delaware County has a direct and substantial interest in the 
instant proceeding which is not, and cannot be, adequately represented by any other party.” 
Other Delaware County political subdivisions including Middletown, Edgmont, and Thornbury 
Townships, and Rose Tree Media and West Chester Area School Districts have also petitioned to 
intervene in the citizens’ safety complaint, alleging similar concerns as Delaware County. 
 
Having quantified a large-scale risk to public safety, and having intervened in this critical public 
safety complaint, we believe that Delaware County should continue to act to secure and 
protect its interests. Accordingly, we respectfully ask County Council to consider: 
 

• Making its Director of Emergency Services available for consultation with counsel for the 
citizen complainants. 

• Providing its Director of Emergency Services as an expert witness for the citizen 
complainants. 

• Directing the County Solicitor to cooperate with counsel for the citizen complainants so 
that shared interests can be efficiently pursued. 

• Retaining the services of one or more appropriate expert witnesses, and making the 
witness(es) available to counsel for the citizen complainants. Counsel for the citizen 
complainants has identified suitable expert witnesses in the areas of economics; risk 
assessment; and corrosion, among other areas. 

• Formally joining the bipartisan calls from members of the General Assembly 
representing Delaware County for a moratorium on Mariner East construction and 
operations. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
Carrie Barcomb, Middletown    Sean Bartholomew, Middletown 
Bibianna Dussling, Middletown   Eric Friedman, Thornbury 
Dr. Allyson Galloway, Middletown   Eve Shapiro Miari, Upper Providence 

Board of Directors, Middletown Coalition for Community Safety 
 
Cc: Marianne Grace, Delaware County Executive Director, GraceM@co.delaware.pa.us 
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